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PolandPoland
PopulationPopulation ofof apprappr. 38.000.000. 38.000.000

MedicalMedical doctorsdoctors: : apprappr. 120 000 . 120 000 activeactive

DentalDental practitionerspractitioners: : apprappr. 22 000 . 22 000 activeactive

NursesNurses: : apprappr. 270 000. 270 000

MidwivesMidwives: : apprappr. 30 000. 30 000

PharmacistsPharmacists: : apprappr. . 23 00023 000
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Data on migration Data on migration ofof PolishPolish healthcarehealthcare
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Data on Data on foreignforeign healthcarehealthcare professionalsprofessionals inin
PolandPoland

ImpactImpact ofof migration on migration on thethe PolishPolish healthcarehealthcare
systemsystem
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SourcesSources ofof data on migration data on migration ofof
PolishPolish healthcarehealthcare professionalsprofessionals

Competent authorities in Poland register Competent authorities in Poland register 
all certificates they issue to Polish all certificates they issue to Polish 

healthcare professionals.healthcare professionals.

The number of issued certificates The number of issued certificates 
reflectreflectss the level of interest, not the the level of interest, not the 

actual number of migrating actual number of migrating 
professionals.professionals.
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Data on migration Data on migration ofof PolishPolish
medical doctorsmedical doctors

Certificates Certificates ofof conformityconformity
ofof basicbasic medicalmedical trainingtraining

areare issued by the Regional Chambers of issued by the Regional Chambers of 
PPhysicianshysicians and and DDentistsentists to to PolishPolish

doctorsdoctors seekingseeking recognitionrecognition ofof
qualificationsqualifications inin otherother EU EU MemberMember StatesStates

May 2004 May 2004 –– MarchMarch 2008 2008 –– 6 499 6 499 
(5,62% (5,62% ofof activeactive doctorsdoctors inin PolandPoland))
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Data on migration Data on migration ofof PolishPolish
medical doctorsmedical doctors

Certificates Certificates ofof conformityconformity
ofof basicbasic medicalmedical trainingtraining

May 2004 May 2004 –– Dec. 2005 Dec. 2005 –– 3923 (3923 (avgavg. 196 a . 196 a monthmonth))

Jan. Jan. -- Dec. 2006 Dec. 2006 –– 1382 (1382 (avgavg. 115 a . 115 a monthmonth))

Jan. Jan. –– Dec. 2007 Dec. 2007 –– 1029 (1029 (avgavg. 85 a . 85 a monthmonth))

Jan. Jan. –– Mar. 2008 Mar. 2008 –– 165 (165 (avgavg. 55 a . 55 a monthmonth))
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Data on migration Data on migration ofof PolishPolish
medical doctorsmedical doctors

Certificates Certificates ofof conformityconformity ofof trainingtraining inin
specializedspecialized medicinemedicine

(42 (42 PolishPolish specialtiesspecialties listedlisted inin DirectiveDirective))

May 2004 May 2004 –– Mar. 2008 Mar. 2008 –– 4 3144 314 certificatescertificates altogetheraltogether

-- 788 788 inin anaestheticsanaesthetics (18,99% (18,99% ofof allall PolishPolish
aneasthesiologistsaneasthesiologists))

-- 34 34 inin thoracicthoracic surgerysurgery (15,45%)(15,45%)
-- 23 23 inin plasticplastic surgerysurgery (14,8%)(14,8%)
-- 65 65 inin accidentaccident andand emergencyemergency medicinemedicine (12,9%)(12,9%)
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Data on migration Data on migration ofof PolishPolish
medical doctorsmedical doctors

Certificates Certificates ofof conformityconformity ofof trainingtraining inin
specializedspecialized medicinemedicine

(42 (42 PolishPolish medical medical specialtiesspecialties listedlisted inin DirectiveDirective))

May 2004 May 2004 –– Mar. 2008Mar. 2008

ApprAppr. 10% . 10% inin vascularvascular surgerysurgery, , maxillomaxillo--facialfacial surgerysurgery, , 
haematologyhaematology, , orthopaedicsorthopaedics, , pathologicalpathological anatomyanatomy
andand diagnosticdiagnostic radiologyradiology..

In In additionaddition 62 62 certificatescertificates inin generalgeneral medicalmedical practicepractice
((familyfamily medicinemedicine) ) –– 0,7%.0,7%.
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Data on migration Data on migration ofof PolishPolish
medical doctorsmedical doctors

Certificates Certificates issued by the Supreme Chamber of issued by the Supreme Chamber of 
Physicians and Dentists to graduates of medical Physicians and Dentists to graduates of medical 

studies in Polandstudies in Poland

2004 2004 –– 20020055
145 145 –– conformity of diplomaconformity of diploma

58 58 –– good standinggood standing

20020066
49 49 –– conformity of diplomaconformity of diploma

69 69 –– good standinggood standing

20072007
53 53 –– conformity of diplomaconformity of diploma

22 22 –– good standinggood standing



Healthcare across Borders         Healthcare across Borders         
AEMH Conference 2008AEMH Conference 2008

Data on migration Data on migration ofof PolishPolish
dental practitionersdental practitioners

CertificatesCertificates issued by the Regional Chambers of issued by the Regional Chambers of 
physicians and dentists to physicians and dentists to PolishPolish dentistsdentists

seekingseeking recognitionrecognition ofof qualificationsqualifications inin otherother
EU EU MemberMember StatesStates

May 2004 May 2004 –– Mar. 2008 Mar. 2008 –– 1 1 11885 5 certificates of acquired rightscertificates of acquired rights
((33,89% ,89% ofof dentistsdentists inin PolandPoland))

May 2004 May 2004 –– Mar. 2008 Mar. 2008 –– 1 1 973 973 certificates of good standingcertificates of good standing
((66,47% ,47% ofof dentistsdentists inin PolandPoland))
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Data on migration Data on migration ofof PolishPolish
nurses and midwivesnurses and midwives

CertificatesCertificates issued by the regional chambers of issued by the regional chambers of 
nurses and midwives to nurses and midwives to PolishPolish nurses and nurses and 

midwivesmidwives seekingseeking recognitionrecognition ofof qualificationsqualifications
inin otherother EU EU MemberMember StatesStates

May 2004 May 2004 –– JunJun. 200. 20066 –– 5 9125 912 certificatescertificates
((11,,9090% % ofof nurses and midwives registered nurses and midwives registered inin PolandPoland, , 

estimated 3,00% of active nurses and midwives estimated 3,00% of active nurses and midwives inin PolandPoland))



Healthcare across Borders         Healthcare across Borders         
AEMH Conference 2008AEMH Conference 2008

Data on migration Data on migration ofof other other PolishPolish
healthcare professionalshealthcare professionals

CertificatesCertificates issued by the Ministry of Health to other issued by the Ministry of Health to other PolishPolish
healthcare professionalshealthcare professionals seekingseeking recognitionrecognition ofof qualificationsqualifications inin

otherother EU EU MemberMember StatesStates

2004 2004 –– 20062006 20072007 TotalTotal

dentaldental assistantassistant 00 00 00
laboratorylaboratory ddiagnosticianiagnostician 10 10 88 1818
dieticiandietician 22 33 55
pphysiotherapisthysiotherapist 280280 504504 784784
dentaldental hygienisthygienist 44 1010 1414
speech speech therapisttherapist 00 22 22
mmassagerassager 11 11 22
childchild carecare workerworker 22 44 66
ooptometristptometrist 22 5151 5353
opticaloptical techniciantechnician 33 00 33
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Data on migration Data on migration ofof other other PolishPolish
healthcare professionalshealthcare professionals

CertificatesCertificates issued by the Ministry of Health to other issued by the Ministry of Health to other PolishPolish
healthcare professionalshealthcare professionals seekingseeking recognitionrecognition ofof qualificationsqualifications inin

otherother EU EU MemberMember StatesStates

2004 2004 –– 20062006 20072007 TotalTotal

oorthoptistrthoptist 00 00 00
hearinghearing prosthetitianprosthetitian 11 11 22
paramedicparamedic ((medicalmedical rescuerescue)) 33 1111 1414
publicpublic heaheallthth specialistspecialist 00 33 33
occupationaloccupational therapisttherapist 22 33 55
medicalmedical laboratorylaboratory techniciantechnician 99 1919 2828
dentaldental techniciantechnician 22 99 1111
electroradiologyelectroradiology techniciantechnician 2323 8686 109109
pharmacistpharmacist’’ss techniciantechnician 66 1616 2222
orthopedicorthopedic techniciantechnician 00 00 00
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Recognition Recognition ofof qualificationsqualifications fromfrom
otherother EU EU MemberMember StatesStates

PhysiciansPhysicians
2005:2005:
8 8 –– basicbasic qualificationsqualifications (3 (3 fromfrom Germany)Germany)
7 7 –– qualificationsqualifications inin specializedspecialized medicinemedicine

2006:2006:
10 10 –– basicbasic qualificationsqualifications (5 (5 fromfrom Germany, 2 Germany, 2 fromfrom ItalyItaly))
8 8 –– qualificationsqualifications inin specializedspecialized medicinemedicine
1 1 –– qualificationsqualifications inin generalgeneral medicalmedical practicepractice
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Recognition Recognition ofof qualificationsqualifications fromfrom
otherother EU EU MemberMember StatesStates

DentistsDentists

2005:2005:
11 –– basicbasic qualificationsqualifications ((fromfrom Germany)Germany)

2006:2006:
44 –– basicbasic qualificationsqualifications ((22 fromfrom Germany)Germany)

PharmacistsPharmacists
2005:2005:
11

2006:2006:
22
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Recognition Recognition ofof qualificationsqualifications fromfrom
otherother EU EU MemberMember StatesStates
Other healthcare professionalsOther healthcare professionals

2005:2005:
5 decisions5 decisions

2006:2006:
00 decisionsdecisions

2007:2007:
3 decisions3 decisions
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ForeignForeign physiciansphysicians inin PolandPoland

The Central Register of Physicians
indicates that currently out of

129 807 physicians registered in Poland
798 are foreigners (appr. 0,6%).

Over ¼ of foreign physicians reside in
Warsaw and the surrounding area.
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SpecialtiesSpecialties ofof foreignforeign physiciansphysicians
inin PolandPoland

GeneralGeneral surgerysurgery –– 24 24 FamilyFamily medicinemedicine –– 2020

InternalInternal medicinemedicine –– 1818 ObstetricsObstetrics andand
gynaecologygynaecology –– 1616

Anaesthetics Anaesthetics –– 14 14 OphthalmologyOphthalmology –– 1111

PaediatricsPaediatrics –– 6 6 Psychiatry Psychiatry –– 6 6 

NeurologyNeurology –– 5 5 UrologyUrology –– 3 3 

CardiologyCardiology –– 3 3 
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Language Language teststests for doctors for doctors 
whowho areare not EU not EU citizenscitizens

UntilUntil May 2004 May 2004 medicalmedical languagelanguage test was test was 
obligatoryobligatory for for allall foreignersforeigners applyingapplying for for thethe rightright
to to practicepractice inin PolandPoland; ; thereafterthereafter itit appliesapplies onlyonly to to 

non EU non EU citizenscitizens..
ForeignersForeigners whowho studiedstudied medicinemedicine inin Polish do not Polish do not 

havehave to to taketake thethe examexam..

NumberNumber ofof doctors doctors passingpassing thisthis test test inin recentrecent yearsyears::
2002 2002 –– 30; 2003 30; 2003 –– 95; 2004 95; 2004 –– 47; 2005 47; 2005 –– 30; 2006 30; 2006 –– 26; 26; 

2007 2007 –– 46.46.

MajorityMajority ofof thosethose doctors doctors werewere
fromfrom UkraineUkraine andand BelarusBelarus..
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NumberNumber ofof foreignersforeigners whowho passedpassed thethe
medicalmedical languagelanguage testtest
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Migration of Polish healthcare Migration of Polish healthcare 
professionalsprofessionals

The Ministry of Health monitors The Ministry of Health monitors 
the available data on migration the available data on migration 

of Polish healthcare professionals of Polish healthcare professionals 
(especially physicians and nurses).(especially physicians and nurses).

Data regarding the certificates Data regarding the certificates 
is transferred from the chambers to the Ministry is transferred from the chambers to the Ministry 

on regular basis.on regular basis.
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Migration of Polish healthcare Migration of Polish healthcare 
professionalsprofessionals

The main reasons of migration of Polish The main reasons of migration of Polish 
healthcare professionalshealthcare professionals

work conditionswork conditions

low remunerationlow remuneration of healthcare staffof healthcare staff

difficulties with specialist trainingdifficulties with specialist training

costs related with obligatory CPDcosts related with obligatory CPD
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Migration of Polish healthcare Migration of Polish healthcare 
professionalsprofessionals

The main factors contributing to the The main factors contributing to the 
decision to migratedecision to migrate

recognition of professional qualifications after the recognition of professional qualifications after the 
accession to EUaccession to EU
activities of foreign companies recruiting Polish activities of foreign companies recruiting Polish 
healthcare professionalshealthcare professionals
much higher level of remuneration of healthcare much higher level of remuneration of healthcare 
professionals in other countries professionals in other countries 
better work conditionsbetter work conditions
contacts with colleagues, who have already migratedcontacts with colleagues, who have already migrated



Healthcare across Borders         Healthcare across Borders         
AEMH Conference 2008AEMH Conference 2008

Impact of migration on the Polish Impact of migration on the Polish 
healthcare systemhealthcare system

MigraMigrationtion of healthcare professionals has a of healthcare professionals has a 
negative negative impact on the Polish healthcare impact on the Polish healthcare 

systemsystem as a as a wholewhole..

Migration is not yet a massive movement, but is Migration is not yet a massive movement, but is 
significant and significant and leadsleads toto a large loss of highly a large loss of highly 

qualified staff.qualified staff.

Majority of migrating physicians are specialists.Majority of migrating physicians are specialists.

A deficit of specialists in the field of A deficit of specialists in the field of 
anesthesiology is already visible.anesthesiology is already visible.
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Impact of migration on the Polish Impact of migration on the Polish 
healthcare systemhealthcare system

Possible deficit in other fields of specialized Possible deficit in other fields of specialized 
medicine.medicine.

Possible deficit of healthcare professionals in Possible deficit of healthcare professionals in 
general.general.

Possible generation gap.Possible generation gap.

Costs of training of healthcare professionals.Costs of training of healthcare professionals.
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Impact of migration on the Polish Impact of migration on the Polish 
healthcare systemhealthcare system

The Ministry of Health coThe Ministry of Health co--operates with operates with 
WHO in the framework of a WHO in the framework of a programmeprogramme

on medical staff planningon medical staff planning

MigrationMigration ofof healthcarehealthcare professionalsprofessionals will will 
havehave to be one to be one ofof thethe keykey factorsfactors takentaken

intointo considerationconsideration
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Impact of migration on the Polish Impact of migration on the Polish 
healthcare systemhealthcare system

To limit To limit thethe migrationmigration ofof PolishPolish
healthcarehealthcare professionalsprofessionals itit isis necessarynecessary
to to improveimprove conditionsconditions ofof thethe domesticdomestic

healthcarehealthcare system.system.

Most Most ofof allall, , thethe publicpublic expenditureexpenditure on on 
healthcarehealthcare andand thethe remunerationremuneration ofof
healthcarehealthcare professionalsprofessionals havehave to be to be 

significantlysignificantly raisedraised..
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ThankThank youyou for for youryour attentionattention
InquiriesInquiries regardingregarding thethe recognitionrecognition ofof

qualificationsqualifications andand freefree movementmovement ofof PolishPolish
doctorsdoctors oror dentistsdentists maymay be be addressedaddressed toto

CentreCentre ofof Recognition Recognition ofof QualificationsQualifications
atat thethe

PolishPolish ChamberChamber ofof PhysiciansPhysicians andand DentistsDentists
Sobieskiego 110Sobieskiego 110

0000--764 764 WarsawWarsaw, , PolandPoland
nil_ue@hipokrates.orgnil_ue@hipokrates.org


